CHAPTER IX

EXPERIENCES OF A DESCRIPTIVE REPORTER

AT the beginning of September, 1850, Russell was
instructed by Delane to go to Cherbourg for a great
French naval review before the President, Louis
Napoleon. On arriving there he put off to the
Admiralty yacht Lightning, where he was kindly
received by Sir Thomas Cochrane, Sir Charles Napier,
Captain Hall, Captain Rodney Mundy and Captain
Seymour.

"The docks," he writes, "astonished my friends,
and the fleet and the fortifications made them uneasy.
They were surprised at the size and power of the
steam battleships, and the appearance of the crews
and armaments. ^ Mundy was the only one, I think,
who deprecated in a very stately manner the idea of
any French armament being formidable. The Presi-
dent reviewed the troops, who seemed as good as any
I had ever seen. A banquet followed in the evening,
very ill-managed, immense confusion, little attend-
ance, and less to eat I was very glad to get some
bread and cheese on board the Lightning late at"
night"

Two days later, after breakfast, Russell went on
board the Portsmouth, which seemed, he tells us, as
though she would be blown out of the water with the
salutes when the President boarded the Admiral's
flagship. The ships burst into an uproar of a hundred
guns apiece fired as fast as the gunners could serve
them. Glasses were smashed in the cabins, earth and
sea shook; but there turned out to be no justification